Symphonic Band
Course Syllabus

Mr. Will Pierce – Instructor
Room #116/Band Hall
Telephone: (205) 459-2139
                          E-mail: wpierce@choctawk12.org 



Text:
All texts will be taken from rhythmic studies, chorale warm-ups, and standard concert band music repertoire.

Course Objectives:
The Choctaw County High School Symphonic Band is the highest performance group that meets year round during
the school year.  Its main purpose is to promote all genres of music literature and to enhance the performance of
each student’s musical ability.  
The Symphonic Band plays for the annual Christmas Concert and Spring Awards Concert.  Other performances will be notified by the director as needed. All practices and performances are mandatory. See pages 13-15 in the Band Manual under attendance policies, performance, and rehearsal information. Students are encouraged to try out for honor bands and participate in solo and ensemble events. 
Classroom Procedures/Expectations:
1. Come in quietly and get out your instrument, music, valve oil, pencil, etc.
2. Oic valves, soke reeds, put music in order (as indicated on the board) before getting started.
3. Be prepared to start warm-ups when the tardy bell rings.
4. Respect the podium. There will be no talking when the director is on the podium. 
5. Raise your hand to ask a question.  Be respectful when others are talking. Do not interupt them or talk over them!
6. Listen attentively during rehearsal and respect your fellow band members (refer to what you should be doing when you ARE playing and when you ARE NOT playing).
7. Maintain a minimal noise level when the director is not on the podium. 
8. Treat others as you wish to be treated!
9. Get the most out of every class period by doing what is expected of you! 
10. Upon leaving, make sure your instrument is stored away properly, your music is put in its place, and your area is clean and straightened up. 

Classroom Rules:
1. Be prepared for class at all times!
2. Be respectful to everyone at all times!
3. No talking unless given permission. 
4. No gum chewing, food, or drinks are allowed in class.
5. Remain in your seat at ALL times.  Do NOT get up without permission.
6. You may not use the bathroom during class.  You may use it before the tardy bell and after class with permission.
7. No personal grooming (doing hair, makeup, etc.) in class.
8. No cell phones, CD players, I Pods, etc. in the classroom.

Consequences:
1. Warning (1 demerit = 100 pushups)
2. Parent-Teacher Connection Form (3 demerits = 300 pushups)
3. Written Referral (5 demerits = 500 pushups)






Grading:
As outlined in page 8 of the Band Manual:
· TECHNIQUE: During concert season, students will be required to memorize and pass off major scales with their relative arpeggios, chromatic scale, and/or exercises from method books.  Students are also required to practice for a minimum of two hours outside of school per week.  They will keep up with a weekly practice record sheet to be turned in every Monday (or Tuesday if there is a holiday).  
· PREPARATION: Each student will be given a weekly preparation grade.  The following criteria will be used to determine the preparation grade: Each student that is on time, in place, and prepared at all rehearsals and performance events (instrument, drill chart, music, reeds, pencil, valve oil, etc.) will receive a “100” for the week.  This grade can be affected in the following ways:
· The first demerit issued per week will be a 20-point deduction.
· Additional demerits will be a 10-point deduction per instance per week. 
· If a student is ineligible to participate in a performance, the student’s grade for that performance will equal the preparation grade.
· An unexcused absence will result in five demerits and may result in removal from a subsequent performance. 
· PERFORMANCE: Each student is expected to attend every performance.  This is the most important aspect of being a part of the band.  Performance is everything and it is crucial that everyone is on time and doing the best one possibly can.  Performances include all football games, parades and any other scheduled performance.  A missed performance with a truant or unexcused absence will result in a grade of “0” for that performance.  A student with an excused absence will receive the weekly preparation grade as his or her performance grade. 
· GRADING: 	- Technique:	30%
		- Preparation:	30%
		- Performance:	40%
Weekly Practice Record:
Each student is required to practice their instrument at home for a minimum of two hours a week.  That is roughly 17 minutes per day.  Students will keep up with the amount of time they practice on the weekly practice record sheet.  The music practice assignment must be a current piece of music that either the jazz ensemble or symphonic band is rehearsing.  A new sheet will be turned in, completed, on the every Monday with a parents’ signature.  This will count as part of the technique grade.  Twenty points will be deducted each day it is not turned in.  Record sheets will be accepted through Wednesday of that week.  After that day, a grade of “0” will be given.
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